
Ideas for possible research related to The Aspinall Foundation Conservation 
Programmes and related project, June 2016 

 
Background 
 
The Gorillas Natural Reserve of Lésio-Louna (RNGLL) was established by Decree N°. 99-
309 of 31 December 1999. This decree was repealed and replaced by Decree 2009 - 203 of 20 
July 2009. Located about 150 km north of Brazzaville, RNGLL which covers an area of 173 
000 ha is subject to many pressures that are among others: bush fires; deforestation for 
firewood and / or manufacture of charcoal needed to supply the fuel Brazzaville households; 
poaching ; overfishing in areas authorized by the right of use; burn agriculture and market 
gardening. The Aspinall Foundation develop since the beginning a reintroduction program of 
Gorilla into the Reserve. The RNGLL is managed in partnership between the Ministry of 
Sustainable Development and Forest Economy and the Aspinall Foundation bound by a 
Memorandum of Understanding signed on 11 February 2002. Both partners now carry the 
"Project in Favor of Development in Suburbs Local Nature Reserve Gorillas Lésio-Louna" 
(PROFADELL) with financial support from the European Union and the Regional 
Programme for Central Africa for environment (CARPE). Two local NGOs namely "Ecology 
and Tourism" (ECOTOUR) and "Association for the Protection of Primates in Congo" 
(APPC) are associated in the implementation of this project. The Specific Objective 
PROFADELLL is to "ensure in villages of RNGLL a favorable economic development to 
reducing human pressure on the RNGLL". Achieving conservation objectives will be 
measured through analysis of the evolution of human pressure (poachers and charcoal) on 
RNGLL. In collaboration with various structures of Research and Education (Irsen & 
University Marien Ngouabi ...), regular monitoring of socio-economic and environmental 
indicators will be carried throughout the project. Towards the end of the project, a publication 
on the evolution of these indicators will be conducted in collaboration with UMNG. This 
publication will be distributed to associations of the intervention area.  
It is in this context that, every year we are looking for students (2 to 4) who would carry out 
their internships or dissertations studies (with at least 6 months of field) to monitor and collect 
socio-economic and environmental data which will be used as indicator. 
 
Notes: Reasonably good infrastructure available in the Lesio-Louna Reserve, Congo (2 hours 
drive north of Brazzaville); also in the Batéké Plateau National Park, Gabon, depending on 
project needs. 
 
 

Conservation related projects in Congo (Republic of Congo, not DRC) and Gabon 
For further information contact Tony King on tonyk@aspinallfoundation.org 

 
Biogeographic affinities of the savannah fauna of the Batéké Plateau: isolated from the 
savannah fauna of the rest of Africa by the Congo-Guinea rainforest to the north, and the 
Congo River to the east and south, the affinities of many savannah species would be very 
interesting to investigate (e.g. Defassa waterbuck, southern reedbuck, bushbuck, bush duiker, 
side-striped jackal, serval, “Malbrouck” monkey, aardvark, lion, African hunting dog, spotted 
hyena, miombo pied barbet, etc.) (See King & Chamberlan 2013). 
 
Batéké Plateau savannah monkeys study: According to the recent "Mammals of Africa" and 
also "Handbook of the Mammals of the World", the "savannah monkey" species occurring 
in Congo and Gabon, and therefore in the Lesio-Louna and Lefini, is the Malbrouck Monkey 



(Chlorocebus cynosuros) - however this is a very little-known "species" and both books 
recognise that taxonomy and species distribution limits are debatable. Any work on this 
species would provide crucial new information. 
 
de Brazza monkeys study: any studies of this species in the Lesio-Louna Reserve welcome 
 
Batéké Plateau serval colouration study: various forms of serval have been camera-trapped in 
our Batéké Plateau projects, including completely black forms. This would be an interesting 
study (see King & Chamberlan 2013). 
 
Batéké Plateau biodiversity: basic inventories or studies of any faunal or floral species are 
needed. Small mammals and micro-bats have never been adequately surveyed for example, 
nor amphibians and reptiles. (See bibliography on http://643world.com/Bateke_Plateau/) 
 
Batéké Plateau: nutritional value of savannah grasslands, and implications for carrying 
capacity of large herbivores (they are thought to be less nutritious than East African 
savannahs for example). 
 
Sladen’s barbet: the only known breeding colony of Sladen’s barbet outside of the DRC is 
found in the Lesio-Louna Reserve, Congo (or was? Needs confirming, my last observations 
were in 2007). Any studies on this very little-known bird species would be very welcome. 
(See King & Chamberlan 2007 for more details) 
 
Birds in general: any studies of the birds of the Lesio-Louna very welcome, which supports a 
mix of forest and savannah species. Specific species of interest include central African 
specialities such as Congo Moor Chat and Finsch’s Francolin, and apparently isolated 
populations outside of normal range such as Miombo Pied Barbet, but scope for studying 
many species (see King & Chamberlan 2007 and King 2011) 
 
Raptors: inventories and studies of raptors in the Lesio-Louna Reserve very welcome, 
including trying to identify raptors during their intra-African migrations (see King 2011) 
 
Palaearctic migrants: under-recorded in the Lesio-Louna Reserve, a good European birder 
could probably add several species to the reserve list if they record during the European 
winter. (see King 2011) 
 
Defassa waterbuck: study of the biology of the last-remaining Defassa waterbuck population 
in Gabon/Congo, for comparison with studies made elsewhere (eg by Spinage in Uganda). 
The study site would be the Moukalaba-Doudou National Park in south-west Gabon; The 
Aspinall Foundation does not have any infrastructure here, but apparently there is a research 
and tourism project there with basic accommodation available. 
 

 

Local development research projects related to PROFADELLL-2 project, June 2016 
For further information contact Yves BRAET on ybraet_kin@ppgcongo.org 

 

 



Evaluation of human pressure on fish resources in and around the RNGLL : Léfini the river 
and its tributaries; 
 
Contribution to the study of the uses of NTFPs and the impact of their withdrawals from the 
RNGLL and in different areas of the periphery. 
 
What future for hunting on the outskirts of the RNGLL? 
 
Evaluation of the impact of bushfires on micro-fauna (insects or animals browsers, scavengers 
and burrowing animals) 
 
Evaluation of the direct and indirect impact of charcoal activity (trees, vegetation regrowth, 
erosion,…) in peripheral ecosystem of the reserve. 
 
Technical and economic study of the various alternatives available to create firewall around 
project plantations 
 
Evaluation of ownership of the objectives of PROFADELLL-2 project by residents (non-
members of participating associations) 
 
Evaluation of the ownership of the results and objectives of the conservation of the RNGLL in 
the villages of the periphery  
 
Demographics and involvement in the conquest of agricultural land on the outskirts of the 
RNGLL 
 
Study of the human environment of the RNGLL 
 
Study of the cassava sector in outlying villages and its impact on RNGLL 
 


